This study was conducted to examine the place of agriculture vis-a vis the priority the sector has received from budgetary allocation between 1990 and 2008. Secondary data from various sources were received and descriptive statistics employed in analyzing the data. The results shows that: the average budgetary allocation is very low with a highly unstable and unpredictable trend; Nigerian government has neglected the 'Maputo's Declaration' to the commitment of at least 10% of the total budget to agriculture and the allocation is far worse off 5 year after the Declaration in 2003. Agriculture with average budgetary allocation 2.68% has not been given priority when compared with Defence (10.99%) Education (6.71%), Administration (5.27%), Manufacturing/ mining (4.88%) Health (3.04%) and Transport/ Communication (2.81%). Based on the findings a number of recommendations were made.
INTRODUCTION
The government budget is a financial statement of the government's proposed expenditure and expected revenue during a particular period (usually a year).
By manipulating the size and structure of the government expenditure (allocation) and revenue, government can solve a number of macro-economic problems such as low agricultural productivity (Longe, 1984; Ekpo, 1996; Ebi and Uduma, 2008 etc) .
Tax-derived revenue are allocated by political processes to several issues of national interest. Priority in the allocation are determined by a somewhat subjective process consisting of lobby action, representatives awareness of local support of issues by their constituencies, explicit or implicit impact of a programme or policy etc. If we view the budget as a system in itself, we note the importance of information inputs in the decision-making process. Bad inputs lead to bad outputs and bad outputs cause serious resource misallocations within the budgetary system (Hovey, 1992; Olisambu, 1992 and IFPRI, 2004) . It was upon the above framework that, at the second Ordinary Assembly of the African Union (AU), in July, 2003, in Maputo, African Heads of State and Government endorsed the 'Maputo, Declaration on Agriculture and food security in Africa'. The Declaration contains several important decisions regarding agriculture but prominent among them were the 'commitment to the allocation of at least 10 percent national budgetary resources to agriculture within five years (www.africaunion.org)
The year 2008 is exactly five years after the Maputo's Declaration. Hence, it would be pertinent to examine among other things: i) Budgetary allocation to agriculture five (5) years before and after the Maputo's Declaration ii)
Budgetary allocation to agriculture in the last nine (9) years of military regime and the first nine (9) years of democratic government. iii)
The trend of budgetary allocation to agriculture for the period 1990-2008. iv) Allocations to agriculture vis-à -vis other sectors of the economy for the period under review.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The required data for the study are total budget, and budget allocation to agriculture and some other sectors of the economy. These data were obtained from The choice of the period 1990 to 2008 is to enable us compare allocation to agriculture between the last 9 years of military and the first 9 years of democratic government in Nigeria, as well as comparing the allocation five years before and after the Maputo's Declaration within the democratic regime.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Two tables are presented in this section for the purpose of discussion. Table 1 shows the percentage share of agriculture in total budget from 1990 to 2008 with sub-average for the last 9 years of military and the first 9 years of democracy in Nigeria, as well as percentage share of agriculture 5 years before and after Maputo's Declaration. Table 1 above shows that the allocation to agriculture as percentages of total budget ranged from 4.5% to 1.0% with an average of 2.4% over the last 9 years of military regime (1990 to 1998). On the other hand, the democratic government budgetary allocation to agriculture as a percentage of the total budget ranged from 6.4% in 2001 to 0.6% in 2007 with an average of 3.5% for the first 9 years of her democratic governance (1999 to 2008). Hence, on average, the first 9 years of democratic administration had a better budgetary allocation to agriculture vis -à vis their military counterparts in Nigeria.
The overall average for the period 1991 to 2008 stood at 2.7%. A close examination of trend shows that the pattern of government budgetary allocation to agriculture as a percentage of the total budget was not consistent. Instead of maintaining an increasing proportion of the yearly budget, it has been largely fluctuating with highest allocation of 6.4% in 2001 and the lowest of 0.6% in 2007.
Table 1 also shows that agriculture received on average 2.4% share of the total budget 5 years after Maputo's Declaration as against an average of 3.5% five years before Maputo's Declaration. Hence, agriculture's share of the total budget is even worse off after the declaration of the commitment to the allocation of at least 10% of national budgetary resources to agriculture. The first nine years of democratic governance had, on average, a better budget allocation to agriculture when compared to the last nine years of military regime in Nigeria.
In line with the findings, the following recommendations are suggested -There should be a well defined pattern / increase in budgetary allocation to agriculture in tandem with its role in national economy. -Government should adhere to the 10% budgetary commitment to agriculture as stipulated in second Ordinary Assembly of African Union (AU) in Maputo 2003.
Democratic governance should be sustained as it provides a better budget allocation to agriculture than the military regime.
